Perpetrators of abusive head trauma: a comparison of two geographic populations.
Abusive head trauma accounts for significant morbidity and mortality in infants. We compared a Southern population of victims with those in a previous study of a Western population, which found that men, particularly fathers and mothers' boyfriends, are the most common perpetrators. All cases of child abuse identified in a teaching hospital were prospectively reviewed for cases of abusive head trauma, and the perpetrators were identified. Of the 76 cases of head trauma identified, 27 met the criteria for the study. The demographics of the perpetrators closely match those of the Western group. Men are the predominant perpetrators, with fathers committing 45% and boyfriends 25% of these injuries. Despite the differences in study design and population demographics, men are the most common perpetrators of abusive head trauma in both populations.